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Comparison of

Independent Rural Health Clinic and
Provider-Based Rural Health Clinic
	
	Independent

Rural Health Clinic
	Provider-Based

Rural Health Clinic

	Location
	Must be located in a Census Bureau defined “non-urbanized” area
	Same

	Shortage Area Designation
	Restricted to Federally designated primary care Health Professional Shortage Area (HPSA) or Medically Underserved Area (MUA), or Governor designated shortage area 
	Same

	Ownership
	May be owned and operated by a physician, NP, PA, CNM, for-profit, or not-for-profit corporation.





	May be owned by a hospital, CAH, SNF, or home health agency.  Licensed, governed, and supervised along with other facility departments.

	Medicare Payment
	Cost-based payment with yearly adjusted cost-per-visit limits.  
	If the hospital has < than 50 beds:
Cost-based per-visit payment.  No cap on per-visit payments.
If the hospital has > than 50 beds:
Same as Independent RHC.  

	Medicaid Payment
	Prospective rate based on average rate of other RHCs or facility costs. Some State discretion.
	Same
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