	Alabama
	If the hospital meets one or more of these criteria, Alabama’s Bureau of Health Provider Standards, Division of Provider Services, in consultation with the Office of Primary Care and Rural Health, will declare the facility a Necessary Provider of Health Care Services:

Criteria 1:  The hospital is located in an area designated as a Health Professional Shortage Area.

Criteria 2:  The hospital is located in an area designated as a Medically Underserved Area.

Criteria 3:  The hospital is located in a county with an unemployment rate higher than the state-wide rate of unemployment.

Criteria 4:  The hospital is located in a county with a percentage of population age 65 years and older greater than the state’s average.

Criteria 5:  The hospital is located in a county where the percentage of families with incomes below 200% of the federal poverty level is higher than the state average for families with incomes below 200% of the federal poverty level.

	Alaska
	The definition is contained in Alaska’s Rural Health Plan, approved by HCFA.  It says,  “The State will certify a hospital as a ‘Necessary Provider of Health Care Services’ if it meets the following criterion:  The hospital is less than a 35 mile drive (or in the case of mountainous terrain, or in areas with only secondary roads, a 15-mile drive) from another hospital that provides services only to a certain population group or subgroup and does not routinely provide services to all members of the community.  Examples of such hospitals may include facilities owned and operated by Native Health Corporations, the Indian Health Service, the U.S. military, or the U.S. Department of Veterans’ Affairs.”

	Arizona
	Necessary provider is a public or not-for-profit inpatient facility licensed by the state which meets all other criteria for CAH designation, but is less than 35 miles drive from the nearest hospital, or in the case of mountainous terrain or in areas with only secondary roads available, no less than a 15-mile drive from the nearest hospital or another CAH.  A necessary provider may be located on a tribal reservation, in a MUA, a federal MUA or federal HPSA area or have a population which has, according to state demographic information or the State Primary Care Area Statistical Profile:

· A median average household income which is less than the state average; unemployment which is greater than the state average;

· Location in a county adjacent to the U.S./Mexico border which has a disproportionate pattern of foreign in-migration other areas of the state;

· Location in an area with significantly higher-than-state-average morbidity, mortality, or low birth rate; or

· Is designated by the Director of the ADHS as being a necessary provider.

	Arkansas
	A hospital located in a county that is "at risk" for primary care under services will be certified by the state as a Necessary Provider of Health Care Services.  The following criteria will be used to determine if a facility is "at risk" for primary care under services.  If a facility meets two of the following criteria, the hospital may be declared a Necessary Provider:

Criteria 1.  The hospital is located in an area that meets the criteria for designation as a Health Professional Shortage Area (HPSA).

Criteria 2.  The hospital is located in an area that meets the criteria for designation as a Medically Underserved Area (MUA).

Criteria 3.  The hospital is located in a county where the percentage of families with incomes less than 100% of the Federal poverty level is higher than the state average for families with incomes less than 100% of poverty.

Criteria 4.  The hospital is located in a county with an unemployment rate that exceeds the state's overall unemployment rate.

Criteria 5.  The hospital is located in a county with a percentage of population age 65 or older that exceeds the state's average.

	California
	

	Colorado
	If it meets at least two of the following requirements at the time of application or initial designation:  (1) meets the State licensure requirements as a rural primary care hospital (RPCH).   (2) is located in a federal or state designated HPSA or MUA,  (3)  is part of an integrated network providing a continuum of care and the majority of the health care services provided by the facility are unique (not duplicated) within the network, (4) is located in a county or designated service area where the percentage of residents over age 65 is greater than 15%, and (5) is located in a county or designated service area where the percentage of families with incomes less than 200% of the federal poverty rate exceeds 15%.

	Connecticut
	The purpose of the Connecticut Necessary Provider designation is to identify those hospitals with characteristics that make them vital providers in their communities and therefore eligible for participation in the CAH program.  The Necessary Provider status is determined on a case-by-case basis.  The OCHA will make an initial determi-ation of a hospital’s compliance with the Necessary Provider criteria.  The Regional HCFA Office will make final determination.  Factors used to determine Necessary Provider status will include, but are not limited to:

· Percent elderly population

· Median household income

· Percent population <100% FPL (federal poverty level)

· Percent population <200% FPL

· Unemployment rate

· Percent Medicaid enrollees

· Birth rate

· Teen birth percent

· Percent late or no prenatal care

· Percent inadequate prenatal visits

· Infant death rate/1,000 live births

· Mortality rate for all causes of death

· Mortality rate from diseases of the heart

· Mortality rate from malignant neoplasms

· Mortality rate from cerebrovascular disease

· Mortality rate from chronic obstructive pulmonary disease

· Mortality rate from pneumonia and influenza

· Area without VNA visiting nurses

· Area without VNA well child clinics

· Area without SBHCs/clinics

· Area without public health dental service sites

· Area without CHCs

· Area without family planning clinics

· MUA designation in analysis area

· MUP designation in analysis area

· HPSA designation in analysis area

· HPSP designation in analysis area

· Net need for primary care physicians

In order to obtain CT Necessary Provider status, the CAH candidate hospital must exceed statewide rates in at least 8 of the listed data elements.  

	Florida
	The facility may be certified as a Necessary Provider of health care services to residents of the area by meeting one or more of the following criteria:

· The facility is located in a primary care Health Professional Shortage Area.

· The facility is located in a county in which the percentage of the population age 65 and over is higher than the percentage of the population age 65 and over residing in the state.

· The facility is located in a county in which the percentage of the county population under 100% of the federal poverty level is higher than the percentage of the state population under 100% of the federal poverty level.

· The facility is the sole acute care hospital in the county.

	Georgia
	In Georgia, a Necessary Provider is an entity that provides “essential health care services” based on practical, scientifically sound and socially acceptable methods and technology to optimize the health of the population and improve health status in rural and underserved communities.  This entity also meets the requirements for network membership (e.g., through Memoranda of Agreement/Understanding with appropriate network facilities) as specified in the State Rural Health Plan.  Essential services are those defined in the Federal Conditions of Participation for the CAH Program.  In addition to meeting the above definition, to be certified as a Necessary Provider, the entity must meet the criteria and qualify for designation in one of the following categories:

· The hospital is located in a county targeted by the Georgia Primary Care Access Plan; or

· The hospital is considered at High or Medium/High risk of closure; or

· The hospital is located in a county in which greater than 50% of the individuals fall in Claritas Lifestyle Clusters with environmental, lifestyle, and biological characteristics that make them at high risk for poor health.

	Hawaii
	The facility is certified as a Necessary Provider of health care services to residents of the area by meeting two or more of the following criteria:

· The facility is located in a county where the percentage of the population age 65 and older exceeds the state average;

· The facility is located in a county where the percentage of families with income less than 100% o the FPL is higher than the state average;

· The facility is located in a county where the rate of unemployment exceeds the state average;

· The facility is located in a county where the infant mortality rate exceeds the state average;

· The facility is located in an area that is designated as a MUA or HPSA;

· The facility is located in a community that the state EMS agency has determined is subject to delayed access to EMS (i.e. EMS response times exceed the state-established standard of 20 min.)

	Idaho
	Located less than a 35-mile drive by primary highway to another hospital or CAH, or a 15-mile drive in mountainous terrain or areas with only secondary (not paved) roads and one of the following criteria:


· The hospital is located in a Primary Care Population or Geographic Health Professional Shortage Area (HPSA).

· Combined acute inpatient days for Medicare and Medicaid beneficiaries account for at least 50% of the hospital’s total acute inpatient days in the last full year for which data is available.

	Illinois
	Illinois’ state requirements for Necessary Provider status:

· Must be located in an eligible rural county having either a federal or state designation as a physician shortage area, in a county where poverty levels exceed the state level, or in a county where the proportion of residents over 65 years of age exceed the state’s proportion. 
· Must be an affiliated hospital in a regional EMS network.
· Must have completed or have agreed to complete the fiscal assessment included in Transforming Health Care for the 21st Century: A Resource Manual for Rural Hospitals.
· Must have participated or have agreed to offer to participate in the local public health department’s IPLAN process.

	Indiana
	Indiana’s Necessary Provider requirements:

· Located in HPSA;

· Located in an MUA;

· Located in a county where the percentage of families with income less than 100% o the FPL is higher than the state average for population with incomes less than 100% of poverty;

· Located in a county where the rate of unemployment exceeds the state average;

· Located in a county with the percentage of population age 65 years or older exceeds state average.

	Iowa
	

	Kansas
	The state of Kansas has developed a set of criteria which indicates that the burden of specific populations and underservice within certain counties place those counties "at risk" in their ability to provide Medicare beneficiaries adequate primary health care and emergency services. If a facility is located within a county meeting at least one of the following criteria it shall be certified by the Kansas Department of Health and Environment as a Necessary Provider of Health Care Services.

Criteria 1. The hospital is located in a county where the percentage of population age 65 or older exceeds the current State average of 13.83%. 

Criteria 2. The hospital is located in an area which meets the federal criteria for designation as a Health Care Professional Shortage Area (HPSA). 

Criteria 3. The hospital is located in a county where the percentage of families with incomes less than 200% of the federal poverty level is higher than the current State average of 31.2%. 

Criteria 4. The hospital is located in a county whose population density meets the federal "Frontier" definition of less than 6.0 persons per square mile. 

	Kentucky
	The hospital must meet at least one of the following criteria:

· Located in a county where the percentage of the population with income less than 200 percent of poverty is greater than the state average.

· Located in a county that has an unemployment rate higher than the state average unemployment rate.

· Located in a county with a greater number of people age sixty-four (64) or older than the state average.

· Treat on average a higher than state average percentage of Medicare patients.
· Treat on average a higher than state average percentage of Medicaid patients.

	Louisiana
	The facility is certified as a Necessary Provider of health care services to residents of the area by meeting one of the following criteria:

· The facility is located in a primary care Health Professional Shortage Area (HPSA) or a Medically Underserved Area (MUA).  

· The facility is located in a parish in which the percentage of Medicare beneficiaries is higher than the percentage of Medicare beneficiaries residing in the state.

· The facility is located in a parish in which the percentage of the population under 100 percent of the federal poverty level is higher than the percentage of the state population under 100 percent of the federal poverty level.

	Maine
	To be declared a Necessary Provider, the hospital must meet one of the following criteria:

· Located in a Hospital Analysis Area (HAA) where the percentage of families with income less than 100% o the FPL is higher than the state average for population with incomes less than 100% of poverty;

· Located in an HAA where the rate of unemployment exceeds the state’s overall unemployment rate;

· Located in an HAA with the percentage of population age 65 years or older exceeds state average.

	Maryland
	

	Massachusetts
	The purpose of the Massachusetts necessary provider designation is to identify those hospitals with characteristics that make them vital providers in their communities and therefore eligible for participation in the CAH program.  The hospitals that meet this definition will most likely have a low acute care volume, a shortage average length of stay, and a high Medicare population.  The necessary provider status is determined on a case-by-case basis with the State Office of Rural Health making an initial determination of a hospital’s compliance with the necessary provider criteria, with review by the Core Group.  The Regional Office of the HCFA will make the final determination.  Factors utilized to determine necessary provider status will include, but are not limited to:

· Hospitals whose service area has a higher percentage of residents over age 65 than statewide;

· Hospitals whose service area has a higher unemployment rate than statewide;

· Hospitals whose service area has a higher percentage of residents with incomes less than 100% of federal poverty levels than statewide;

· Hospitals whose service area has a higher percentage of residents with incomes less than 200% of federal poverty levels than statewide;

· Hospitals that are at least 20 miles distant from the next closest full-service hospital;

· Hospitals located in communities with physical barriers to accessing care, such as distance, mountain ranges, or bodies of water; and

· Hospitals that exceed statewide rates in at least three of the health outcome indicators.

	Michigan
	A hospital can be certified by the State as a “critical provider” if it meets any one of the following criteria:

· The hospital is located in an area that meets criteria for designation as a HPSA or MUA.

· The hospital is located in a county where the percentage of families with incomes less than 100% of the FPL is higher than the state average.

· The hospital is located in a county with an unemployment rate exceeding the state’s overall unemployment rate.

· The hospital is located in a county with a percentage of population 65 or older exceeding the state’s average.

· The hospital is located beyond a 30-minute drive from another hospital, as determined by the Michigan Department of Transportation.

	Minnesota
	Necessary providers of health care services are designated as critical access hospitals on the basis of being more than 20 miles, defined as official mileage as reported by the Minnesota Department of Transportation, from the next nearest hospital or being the sole hospital in the county or being a hospital located in a designated medically underserved area or HPSA.  A CAH located in a designated MUA or HPSA area shall continue to be recognized as a CAH in the event the MUA or HPSA designation is subsequently withdrawn.

	Mississippi
	To be considered a Necessary Provider, the hospital must meet two or more of the following criteria:

Criteria 1:  The hospital is located in a county that is a federally designated Health Professional Shortage Area.

Criteria 2:  The hospital is located in a county that is federally designated as a Medically Underserved Area.

Criteria 3:  The hospital is located in a county where the percentage of families with incomes less than 100% of the federal poverty level is higher than the state average for families with incomes less than 100% of poverty.
Criteria 4:  The hospital is located in a county with an unemployment rate higher than the state-wide rate of unemployment.

Criteria 5:  The hospital is located in a county with a percentage of population age 65 years and older greater than the state’s average.

Criteria 6:  The number of Medicare admissions to the hospital exceeds 50% of the facility’s total number of admissions as reported in the most recent Hospital Annual Report for the facility.

	Missouri
	The hospital must be certified as a necessary provider of health care services to residents in the area, as evidenced by either: 

1) location of the facility in a current federally designated primary care Health Professional Shortage Area (HPSA); or 

2) location of the facility in a federally designated Medically Underserved Area (MUA); or 

3) location of the facility in a county where the percentage of families with incomes less than 100% of the federal poverty level is higher than the State average for families with incomes less than 100% of federal poverty guidelines; or 

4) location of the facility in a county with an unemployment rate that exceeds the 1997 12 month average Missouri unemployment rate; or 

5) location of the facility in a county with a percentage of population age 65 or older that exceeds the State’s average.

	Montana
	CAH means a facility that meets both of the following:  (a) provides inpatient care to ill or injured individuals before their transportation to a hospital or that provides inpatient medical care to individuals needing care for a period of no longer than 96 hours unless a longer period is required because transfer to a hospital is precluded because of inclement weather or emergency conditions.  The department or its designee may, upon request, wave the 96-hour restriction on a case-by-case basis; (b) either is located in a county with fewer than six residents per square mile or is located more than 35 road miles from the nearest hospital.

	Nebraska
	If a facility meets one of the following criteria, they will be declared a Necessary Provider:

Criteria 1:  The hospital is located in a county that is at least partially designated as a HPSA or MUA.

Criteria 2:  The hospital is located in a county where the percentage of families with incomes less than 100% of the federal poverty level is higher than the state average.

Criteria 3:  The hospital is located in a county where the percentage of the population aged 65 or older exceeds the state average.

	Nevada
	At least one of the following criteria must be met:

Criteria 1:  The hospital is located in a county that is a federally designated Health Professional Shortage Area.

Criteria 2:  The hospital is located in a county that is federally designated as a Medically Underserved Area.

Criteria 3:  The hospital is located in a county where the percentage of families with incomes less than 100% of the federal poverty level is higher than the state average for families with incomes less than 100% of poverty.
Criteria 4:  The hospital is located in a county with an unemployment rate higher than the state’s overall rate of unemployment.

Criteria 5:  The hospital is located in a county with a percentage of population age 65 years and older greater than the state’s average.

	New Hampshire
	

	New Mexico
	

	New York
	A hospital may be considered a Necessary Provider if it meets 3 of the following criteria:

· The hospital is defined as a rural hospital according to state regulation.

· The hospital is located in a HPSA.

· The hospital is located in a county where the ratio of primary care physicians to 10,000 population that is below the state average.

· The hospital is located in a county where the percentage of families with income less than 100% of the federal poverty level is higher than the state average.

· The hospital is located in a county with an unemployment rate that exceeds the state’s average.

· The hospital is located in a county where the percentage of the population age 65 or older exceeds the state’s average.

· The hospital exceeds statewide average of inpatient self-pay and charity care charges as a percentage of total inpatient charges.

· The hospital’s service area is beyond a fifty-mile radius of a certified trauma center.

	North Carolina
	To be declared eligible for Necessary Provider status, the hospital must meet at least one of the following criteria:

· The hospital is located in an area that meets the federal criteria for designation as a geographic HPSA.

· The hospital is located in a county where the percentage of families with incomes less than 200% of the federal poverty level is higher than the state average for families with income less than 200% of poverty.

· The hospital is located in a county with an unemployment rate that exceeds the state’s latest annual unemployment rate.

· The hospital is located in a county with a percentage of population age 65 or older that exceeds the state’s average.

	North Dakota
	North Dakota has developed a set of criteria which indicates that the burden of specific populations and under-service within certain counties place hospitals in those countries “at risk” in their ability to provide Medicare beneficiaries adequate primary health care and emergency services.  If a facility operates a licensed ambulance service or provides active support to ambulance services in its service area and is located within a county meeting at least one of the following criteria, it may be designated by the Department of Health as a Necessary Provider of Health Care Services.

Criterion 1:  The hospital is located in a county where the percentage of population age 65 older exceeds the current state average, utilizing the most current information available through the U.S. Bureau of the Census.

Criteria 2:  The hospital is located in an area that meets the federal criteria for designation as a Health professional Shortage Area (HPSA) or a Medically Underserved Areas (MUA).

Criteria 3:  The hospital is located in a county where the percentage of families with incomes less than 200 percent of the federal poverty level is higher than the current State average.

Criteria 4:  The hospital is located in a county whose population density meets the federal “frontier” definition of less that 6.0 persons per square mile.

It is the State’s intent to certify as a Critical Access Hospital any rural hospital meeting the above Necessary Provider criteria, insofar as upon application the hospital meets all other state requirements and federal conditions of participation.

	Ohio
	To be designated as a Necessary Provider, a hospital must meet one of the following criteria:

· The hospital is located in a county that is a federally designated Health Professional Shortage Area or a Medically Underserved Area.

· The hospital is located in a county where the percentage of families with incomes less than 100% of the federal poverty level is higher than the state average for families with incomes less than 100% of poverty.
· The hospital is located in a county with an unemployment rate higher than the state’s overall rate of unemployment.

· The hospital is located in a county with a percentage of population age 65 years and older greater than the state’s average.

· The hospital is located in a community that lacks 24-hour public transportation to the nearest hospital.

	Oklahoma
	To be designated a Necessary Provider, a hospital must meet one or more of the following criteria:

· The hospital is located in a federally designated Health Professional Shortage Area.

· The hospital is located in a federally designated as a Medically Underserved Area.

· The hospital is located in a seat of county government, is an integral parts of its county government infrastructure, and is essential to the continued availability of public health and safety services in the area.

· The hospital is located at a distance of more than 35 miles by primary road, or more than 15 miles by secondary road, from the closest hospital in the direction of patient flow, based on documented patient origin patterns for the geographic area.

· The hospital is located in a county that has death rates higher than state averages on at least three of the five leading causes of death:  heart disease, cancer, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, stroke, and unintentional injuries.

· It is located in a county that has a death rate that exceeds the state average for all causes of death.

	Oregon
	A rural hospital that does not otherwise meet the federal mileage requirements to be certified as a Critical Access Hospital and is otherwise eligible to become a CAH will be certified by the State as a “Necessary Provider of Health Services” if the facility meets the following criteria:

· The hospital is located in an area that is defined as “rural” by the Office of Rural Health; and

· The hospital is located 20 or more highway miles from another acute inpatient care facility; and the hospital meets one of the following criteria:

· The Office of Rural Health has determined that the facility is located in an “area of unmet health care need” through its authority granted by ORS 442.555(4); or

· The hospital is located in an area that meets the criteria for designation as a Health Professions Shortage Area (HPSA) or Medically Underserved Area (MUA).

In addition, any hospital determined to be a “necessary provider” must demonstrate that it is substantially at risk for imminent closure due to loss of physician staff or fiscal crisis.

	Pennsylvania
	Necessary Provider is defined as follows:

· The hospital service area includes a primary care and/or dental HPSA and the hospital can demonstrate that it serves this population, as indicated in the most recent Pennsylvania Health Care Cost Containment Council hospital market share report; AND

· The combined percentage of Medicare and Medical Assistance inpatient and outpatient admissions is greater than or equal to the state average for Medicare and Medical Assistance inpatient an outpatient admissions as indicated in the most recent Pennsylvania HealthCare Cost Containment Council hospital cost report.

	South Carolina
	A facility must meet two of the following criteria:

· The hospital is located in an area that meets the criteria for designation as a HPSA.

· The hospital is located in or serves a substantial population that is from an area that meets the criteria for designation as an MUA.

· The hospital is located in or serves a substantial population from a county where the percentage of families with incomes less than 100% of the federal poverty level is higher than the state average for families with incomes less than 100%of poverty.

· The hospital is located in a county with an unemployment rate that exv4eedsthe state’s overall unemployment rate.

· The hospital is located in a county where the percentage of the population age 65 or older exceeds the state’s average.

· The hospital is located in a county that lacks 24-hour public transportation to the next nearest hospital or CAH.

· The hospital is the sole acute care hospital in the county.

	South Dakota
	The hospital must be certified as a necessary provider of health care services to residents in the area, as evidenced by either: (1) location of the facility in a current federally designated primary medical care Health Professional Shortage Area (HPSA); or (2) location of the facility in a current federally designated Medically Underserved Area (MUA).

A designated or certified Critical Access Hospital (CAH) located in a HPSA or MUA, which is subsequently withdrawn, shall continue to be recognized as a CAH.

	Tennessee
	A hospital must meet one of the following criteria:

· The hospital is located in a county where the percentage of the population aged 65 or older exceeds the state average.

· The hospital is located in a county where the percentage of families with incomes less than 200% of the federal poverty level is higher than the state average for families with incomes less than 200% of the federal poverty level.

· The hospital is located in a county where the percentage of unemployment exceeds the state average.

· The hospital is located in a county that exceeds the state average for poverty.

· The hospital trade/service area includes a MUA

· The hospital trade/service area includes a HPSA

	Texas
	

	Utah
	There is currently no specific definition of “necessary provider of health care services” in Utah Code or Rules.  However, there is a definition for “basic health care services” (Ch. 31A-8-101) which is within the Insurance Code under Health Maintenance Organizations:  “Basic health care services means emergency care, inpatient hospital and physician care, outpatient medical services and out-of-area coverage.”  There is also a section in “Utah’s Vision for Rural Health Care: A Framework for Action” (1993), which describes an ideal configuration for regional health care delivery.  “Primary group practices or networks of a minimum of four (4) physicians (or a combination of physicians and mid-level practitioners, at least two being physicians) or more should be the basic unit for regionalizing primary care services.”

	Vermont
	To be certified as a necessary provider, the state requires that the facility must be:

1. located 30 minutes or 20 miles from the next nearest provider; OR,

2. it must satisfy any 3 of the following criteria:

· The hospital serves more Medicare patients, as measured by average Medicare gross patient revenue, relative to the state average.  (1998 State Average: 37%) 

· The hospital serves more Medicaid patients, as measured by average Medicaid gross patient revenue, relative to the state average. (1998 State Average: 9%)

· The hospital is located in a service area where the percentage of population age 65 or older exceeds the state average. (1998 State Average:  14%)

· The hospital is located in a service area where the percentage of families or individuals with incomes less than 150 percent of the federal poverty level is more than 15 percent.

· The hospital is located in a service area where the unemployment rate exceeds the state average. (1998 State Average:  3.4%)

· The hospital is located in a service area where the seasonal population, as measured by seasonal/vacation housing units, exceeds the state average. (1997 Average: 20%)

	Virginia
	To be classified as a Necessary Provider, a hospital must be the sole provider in a county and meet two of the following five conditions:

1.  The hospital is located in a non-metropolitan county that is a federally designated Medically Underserved Area (MUA) or Health Professional Shortage Area (HPSA).

2.  The hospital is located in a county where the percentage of poverty exceeds the state percentage as specified in the most recent U.S. census of population.

3.  The percentage of the hospital's revenue from Medicare exceeds the state average for Medicare reimbursement.

4.  The hospital is located in a county where the percentage of population 65 and older is greater than the state average as specified in the most recent estimate of population and age.

5.  The hospital is located in a county whose most recent three-year unemployment rate average exceeds the same three-year average for the state.



	Washington
	Necessary Providers are considered essential to the welfare of their communities.  Closure of a Necessary Provider would pose a threat to the health of the residents of an area.  A hospital must meet one or more of the following criteria at application to be considered for designation as a necessary provider of health care services:


1.  The hospital:

· has Medicare/Medicaid inpatients comprising more than 50% of total patient days for the last available twelve months of CHARS data, or, 

· qualifies as a Medicare or Medicaid Disproportionate Share Hospital, or,

· the hospital is identified as an approved sole community hospital by HCFA.  

(This criterion recognizes hospitals serving large numbers of elderly and low income. These hospitals are critical to access for a needy population who may have difficulty traveling to another location for services.)

2.  The hospital is located on an interstate highway and is more than 20 miles or 30 minutes from the next designated emergency trauma facility.  (This criterion recognizes the "golden hour" during which emergency care must be initiated.)

3.  The hospital is:

· considered at risk of imminent closure due to the loss of physician staff or “Financially Vulnerable” as calculated by DOH from the Hospital Financial Data Set, and,

· closure of the hospital would result in Medicaid residents of the county or public hospital district losing access to 24 hour emergency room care within 20 miles or 30 minutes travel distance of their residence. 

(This criterion recognizes the need for assuring emergency department access to the state’s most vulnerable population.  Medicaid residence data is readily available for analysis and is used as a proxy for all vulnerable populations including the uninsured and Medicare population in Washington.)


4.  The hospital is located in a county with a higher percentage of Medicaid residents than the state average.  (The rationale for this criterion is that medical need is highly associated with income level.)

	West Virginia
	The hospital must meet at least one of the following criteria:

Criteria 1:  The hospital is located in a county that is a federally designated Health Professional Shortage Area.

Criteria 2:  The hospital is located in a county that is federally designated as a Medically Underserved Area.

Criteria 3:  The hospital is located in a county where the percentage of families with incomes less than 100% of the federal poverty level is higher than the state average for families with incomes less than 100% of poverty.
Criteria 4:  The hospital is located in a county with an unemployment rate higher than the state’s overall rate of unemployment.

Criteria 5:  The hospital is located in a county with a percentage of population age 65 years and older greater than the state’s average.

	Wisconsin
	Hospitals between 20 and 34 miles apart must satisfy at least to of the following criteria and hospitals less than 20 miles apart must meet at least five of the following criteria:

Criteria 1:  The hospital is located in a county that is a federally designated Health Professional Shortage Area.

Criteria 2:  The hospital is located in a county that is federally designated as a Medically Underserved Area.

Criteria 3:  The hospital is located in a county where the percentage of families with incomes less than 100% of the federal poverty level is higher than the state average for families with incomes less than 100% of poverty.
Criteria 4:  The hospital is located in a county with an unemployment rate higher than the state’s overall rate of unemployment.

Criteria 5:  The hospital is located in a county with a percentage of population age 65 years and older greater than the state’s average.

Criteria 6:  The hospital is located in a trade/service area where – during certain seasons of the year – the number of persons in the county increases by at least 30 percent above the population base.

Criteria 7:  The hospital trade/service area shows a skewed population center – distance away from the CAH or other hospitals – that affects access to service.

Criteria 8:  Timely access to health care in the hospital trade/service area is reduced because of unusual geographic obstacles, a network of poor and/or secondary roads, and seasonal weather patterns increasing the length of travel time.

Criteria 9:  Assessment of emergency transport resources in the applicant trade/service area, location of services, travel distances, and length of response time.

Criteria 10:  Anticipated consequences of the applicant’s CAH status – or if the applicant hospital were to close – on resident’s access to health services, and the effects on health care providers in the applicant’s service area and in the adjoining areas.

	Wyoming
	Is a licensed hospital, health clinic, or health center that has been designated as a Necessary Provider of health care services.  A hospital, health clinic, or health center will be designated as a Necessary Provider of health care services if it meets all of the following criteria:

Criteria 1.  The facility is located in an area that meets the criteria for designation as a Health Professional Shortage Area (HPSA) or Medically Underserved Area (MUA).

Criteria 2.  The facility has been designated a Sole Community Provider, by the Health Care Financing Administration.

Criteria 3.  The board has determined that the ongoing operation of the facility is questionable and has passed a board resolution allowing the facility to apply for a CAH designation.


